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Summary

The research tries to investigate changes that occurred in Arabic novels in recent decades,
through a new model of Arabic novel: (and the sea is not full) by the Egyptian novelist Jamil
Ibrahim Attia, first published in 1985.

The main theme of the novel tackles the individual's relationship with the other in a different
way than its predecessors. The narrator of the novel is still seeking the whole meaning of life while
suffering from a state of dichotomy between life in his homeland and lifestyle in the west. In light
of his sharp consciousness of this dilemma, a state of denial within him prevails, which
consequently produces a feeling of loneliness and alienation. Thus, he cannot reach a state of
harmony or tranquility, because where life in the homeland is a familiar dream which pulses with
life but is also frustrating, life in the west is practical and rational, but materialistic and cold.

The narrator's awareness is then split into a self/ subject kind of narration, and his inner vision
dominates, leading to a narrative fragmentation —which depends mainly on memory-, and
consequently there is an overlapping of a parallel narrative between scenes of the present and the
past, which then leads to the demolition, continuation, and marginalizing of the narrative plot, and
the absence of an extended event, and an attempt to control the flow of time. All of this is done
from an internally focalized position, which the main character in the novel presents, where the
narrator's position merges with the narrative voice.

Key words: splitting, Self, fragmentation, Narrative.
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